What Hospice provides
 Regular scheduled visits by hospice team members  24 hour on-call nurses and social workers  Medications related to comfort and to primary hospice diagnosis  Durable medical equipment: hospital bed, wheelchair, walker, oxygen, bath stool, bed-side commode, lifting device  Disposable medical supplies: gloves, under-pads, mouth swabs, dressing supplies, diapers, etc.  Continuous care: temporary ongoing care to support patient and family through a crisis situation  Respite care: five day placement in skilled nursing facility to provide family with respite  Additional services: Assisting patients and family to access end-of-life related legal services as well as other types of community support. 
How do I get signed up?
 Hospice has to be ordered by a physician  Talk to your physician. If your PCP agrees that hospice would be a good option for you, he or she will call hospice  Call your local hospice for an in-home evaluation. If hospice is an appropriate option for your family, your physician will be contacted for approval and orders prior to admission  There are many hospices; you should always be given a choice of which one to choose
Do I have to go to a Hospice Home?
 Only if that is your choice  The majority of hospice patients are cared for at their primary residence  If you live alone, you will need to make arrangements for your care when you are no longer able to care for yourself.
What if I change my mind?
 Some people decide to take more treatment  You will not lose your eligibility for later service
What if I live more than six months?  The six months prognosis is merely a guideline  If your condition progresses as expected, hospice can continue as long as you need it  If your condition stabilizes, you will be discharged from hospice care until your health condition warrants re-admission 
